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Description of the shooting down of Cavalry Captain BAROK von
RICHTROFEN. the famous Cerman Aviator at 10.45 a.m. on 2let.
april, 1918.

At about 10.452.m. 21st instant I was ian the wdoh dt J:19.s.
35.63. and saw two aeroplanes nppronchlng flying ¥eatward

irectly towards the wood, at & height ol about 400 feet above
level of River EQMME over which they were flying.

I had noticed that the leading machine had British markings,'
just as it reach edge of wood &nd {moediately afterwards heard a
strong burst of ¥.0., fire coming from directien of Bouth East

£ corner of the wood.

Ismediately afterwards the red painted enemy machine appeared
overhead flying very low and (this line obliterated ian my copy)

200 feet fzom the ground.

I lost sight of the British machine as my attention was
consentrated on the ememy plane which was flying as if not under
complete control, being wobbly amd irregular in flight, it swirved
North, then Eastwards, rocking & greast deal and suddenly dived out
of ll!hﬁ, the engine runaning full opem.

yan out of the wood amd over to where it had fallen about
200 yards away alongside BRAY - CORBIE Road im J.19.9.40.30. About
éiz mem reached the wreoked plane before me.

: T imsmediately undid the airman's safety belt and got assistance
te pull him from the wrnokn,o, but he was quite dead, and wags
considerably out about the face as was apperently shot through the
chest and body.

As & large nusber of men were collseting I requested Captaia
Adame, 44th. Battaliom, A.I.F. %o place a guard over the plane %o
prevent loot aad to disperse the erowd, as the spet was opea %o
‘enemy observation snd I feared we would de shelled. f ;

7 s guard wes duly placed over the machime and the erowd disporsed.
1 searched the dead mirman taking his papers and persomal _ -
effects which comsisted of a few papers, & silver watoh, gold chain
with medallion attached, and a pailr of fur lined gloves. 1 gave

them to Captainm Hillijary of 1lth Brigede gtaff, who took them dowa '
te our aorgln Speaker, Corporal Peters, who on investigation ;;;’ :
the identification of the famous Cerman airman BARON von RICHTHOVEN,

I reported this to Ceneral Cannan and Third Australian Divisioca

romptly.

2 On,Gnnortl Cannan's direation I went eut to get particulars
of the Machime Gumnners who had brought the plane down, and found
Sergeant Popkin, of 24th Aust. M.C. Company at his anti-siroraf$
M.F, at J.Eg.b. 3. 7. (approx.) (SOMME Valley). _

At the time I was not avare that any other ¥.G, had beén -

firing at this planme. I congratulated sergeant Popkin om his suo-

cessful shoot, but afterwvards found out that two A.A. Lewis |
Nt -'é‘ the 52:‘. Battery A.F.A. had also fired at this plaas
8 direct ,gavae.sw.{u¢l; but the no euted

of fire. However, I am . y of opiaicn that
Sergeant ?epkln’.’:hgotiug as he wag unsteady fro yiﬁﬁvu';:_fr P
that first burst of fire. : S i
| The sirman's body was afterwards taken ia oha® ¢ by Officers
of the A.F.C. and the wrecked plane salvaged byt 4.1‘*!?¥‘¢§‘5f« S
Y- Al L JIAL )
Brigade Iateiligence Officer. |
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