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Media Literacy Question of the Day:
What messages does news coverage of a high-profile drug bust send to the audience?
Key Concepts: ldentify or explain these subjects you heard about in today's show:

1. synthetic drugs
2. the Fed
3. boycott

Fast Facts: How well were you listening to today's program?

1. What are synthetic drugs? How are they different from other drugs? According to the video, why are they
sometimes more dangerous? What announcement did the U.S. federal government make yesterday regarding
synthetic drugs? What is one reason why the government is so concerned about these drugs?

2. What is the Federal Reserve? Where is it based? Who is in charge of the Fed? According to the video, what
are two things that the Fed cares about? How does the Fed regulate the economy?

3. How long has it been since apartheid ended in South Africa? Who was Nelson Mandela? What is his political
party? Who is the current president of South Africa? According to the video, why are some voters disenchanted
with him and his party? What is the expected outcome at the polls? Why?

4. What kind of law was recently instituted in the country of Brunei? What is this country's connection to a
landmark hotel in Beverly Hills, California? Why are some celebrities and others boycotting the hotel? What
effect is the boycott having on hotel workers?

Discussion Questions:
1. What are some strategies you might suggest for informing young people about the dangers of synthetic drugs?

Who might you enlist to help with this effort? What kinds of anti-drug messages do you think are most effective?
Why?

2. What actions by the Fed might have an impact on an everyday consumer's life? How?

3. How does a boycott work? Why might some people boycott a particular business? What side effects might
this have? Are you aware of any boycotts in the news in the past? Explain. Were these actions effective or
ineffective? Why?
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