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Media Literacy Question of the Day:  

 

How might social media be used to raise awareness about an issue?  What are the potential benefits and 

drawbacks of the use of social media for this purpose? 

 

Key Concepts: Identify or explain these subjects you heard about in today's show: 

 

1.  terrorism 

2.  constitutional monarchy 

3.  malaria 

 

Fast Facts: How well were you listening to today's program? 

 

1.  Who has claimed responsibility for the kidnapping of more than 200 girls in Nigeria?  What does this group's 

name mean? How has Nigeria's government responded to the kidnapping?  What challenges does it face?  Why 

are the families of these girls frustrated and upset?  Where have they turned for help?   

 

2.  What is MERS?  Who has been diagnosed with this disease in the U.S.?  Where had he traveled recently?  

How is he doing?  What is a likely origin of this virus? 

 

3.  What country's king has reigned the longest?  What type of government does this country have?  What 

evidence from the video suggests that this king is revered among his people? 

 

4.  What is malaria?  How is it transmitted?  Where is it most common?  What are its symptoms? 

 

5.  How do most bug repellents work?  What is different about the bug spray being developed at Vanderbilt 

University?  What is Anopheles gambiae?  What disease does this insect transmit? If the scientists at Vanderbilt 

are successful with their new product, how might its sale in developed countries help people in poorer countries?   

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1.  What do you think about the social media effort to rescue Nigeria's kidnapped girls? Do you think it is an 

effective way to bring attention to the cause?  Explain.  Do you think that this effort could lead to their rescue?  

Why or why not? 

 

 

2.  What does your education mean to you?  Why do you think that some young people, especially young women, 

are willing to risk their lives for an education?  What impact might an educated population have on a country?  

What do you think can be done to promote education for young men and women around the world?  

 

  

3.  In the video, we see a different approach to repelling insects as a way to help prevent disease.  Can you think 

of any other unique ways of preventing disease?  Explain.  How would you test your idea to see if it might work?   


