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Media Literacy Question of the Day:  

What challenges might confront journalists who are covering the outbreak of a deadly disease?   

 

Key Concepts:  Identify or explain these subjects you heard about in today's show: 

1.  Ebola 

2.  pathogens 

3.  concussion 

 

Fast Facts:  How well were you listening to today's program? 

 

1.  What kind of disaster is currently confronting part of Chile?  What weather condition has made it worse?  

How has this disaster impacted lives and property?  What is the significance of the president declaring a state of 

emergency?   

 

2.  Where do scientists think Ebola comes from?  What is its mortality rate?  How long is its incubation period?  

How is the virus spread?  What are the initial symptoms of Ebola?  What symptoms develop as the disease 

progresses?   

 

3.  How is Dr. Gupta protecting himself as he travels to the site of an Ebola outbreak?  What are some of the 

things in Dr. Gupta's "go bag"?  What specific items is he carrying as precautions against Ebola?  According to 

the video, what is the key to safety for journalists who are traveling into risky situations? 

 

4.  What separate holy days are being observed by Christians and Jews this week?  What does each observance 

commemorate?   

 

5.  What conditions contribute to the occurrence of concussions in ice hockey?  How does a concussion occur?  

How do devices like Checklight attempt to address the problem of concussions in this sport?  How does the 

device work?  What questions do researchers who are testing this product and others have about these devices?   

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1.  What do we know about the Ebola outbreak in Guinea? Why do you think that a journalist might want to tell 

this story in spite of the risks to his or her own health?  Do you think it is important to learn about diseases that 

are occurring in other countries?  Why or why not?   

 

 

 

2.  Why do you think that athletes in some sports tend to "tough it out" rather than bench themselves when facing 

injuries?  Why might this mentality be especially dangerous for an athlete who suffers a concussion?  What, if 

anything, can be done to help athletes stay focused on both the game and their own health? 


