C\N|ORC
POLL

Interviews with 1,010 adult Americans conducted by telephone
by ORC International on August 7-8, 2012. The margin of
sampling error for results based on the total sample is plus or
minus 3 percentage points. The sample also includes 911
interviews among registered voters (plus or minus 3.5 percentage
points).

The sample includes 760 interviews among landline respondents
and 250 interviews among cell phone respondents.

FOR RELEASE: MONDAY, AUGUST 13 AT 4 PM



11. Thinking about the last few presidential elections, in general, would you say each of the following
has been very important to your vote, somewhat important, not very important, or not important at
all? (RANDOM ORDER)

Very Somewhat Not very  Not important No
important  important important at all opinion

The debates between the presidential candidates
August 7-8, 2012 57% 26% 7% 8% *

The presidential candidates' choices
for their vice presidential running mates

August 7-8, 2012 46% 34% 11% 7% 1%

Campaign ads describing the candidates'
plans for the future

August 7-8, 2012 41% 32% 13% 14% 1%

The speeches that the presidential candidates
gave at their parties' conventions

August 7-8, 2012 31% 35% 18% 15% 1%
The debates between the vice-presidential candidates
August 7-8, 2012 25% 34% 21% 18% 2%

Campaign ads attacking the other
party's candidate

August 7-8, 2012 13% 23% 24% 38% 1%
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CNV ORC International Poll -- August 7 to 8, 2012

Question 11A

Thi nki ng about the last few presidential elections, in general, would you say each of the follow ng
has been very inportant to your vote, somewhat inportant, not very inportant, or not inportant at
all?

A. The presidential candidates' choices for their vice presidential running nmates

Base = Total Sanple

Reg to
Tot al Men Wnmen Wiite Non-Wite Vot e
Very inportant 46% 39% 53% 42% 58% 48%
Sonewhat i nport ant 34% 35% 32% 38% 24% 34%
Not very inportant 11% 13% 9% 11% 9% 11%
Not inportant at all 7% 9% 6% 7% 8% 6%
Depends * 1% * * 1% *
No opi ni on 1% 3% * 2% 1% 1%
Sanpling Error +/-3.0 +/-4.5 +/-4.5 +/-3.5 +/-6.5 +/-3.5
18- 35- 50- Under 50 and
Tot al 34 49 64 65+ 50 a der
Very i nportant 46% 45% 42% 48% 53% 44% 50%
Sonewhat i nport ant 34% 36% 34% 35% 28% 35% 32%
Not very inportant 11% 11% 13% 11% 8% 12% 10%
Not inmportant at all 7% 7% 9% 5% 8% 8% 6%
Depends * 1% * * * * *
No opi ni on 1% 1% 2% * 3% 1% 1%
Sanpling Error +/-3.0 +/-7.5 +4/-7.5 +4/-5.5 +/-5.5 +/-5.5 +/-4.0
Under $50K No At t ended
Tot al $50K or nore Col | ege Col | ege
Very inportant 46% 50% 43% 47% 46%
Sonmewhat i nport ant 34% 32% 38% 30% 36%
Not very inportant 11% 9% 12% 11% 11%
Not inmportant at all 7% 6% 8% 9% 6%
Depends * 1% * * *
No opi ni on 1% 2% * 2% 1%
Sanpling Error +-3.0 +/-5.0 +-4.5 +/-5.5 +/-3.5
Deno- | ndep- Repub- Li b- Mod- Conser -
Tot al crat endent l'i can eral erate vative
Very inportant 46% 52% 43% 44% 44% 42% 54%
Sonewhat i nport ant 34% 32% 31% 41% 36% 35% 31%
Not very inportant 11% 9% 14% 9% 10% 13% 9%
Not inportant at all 7% 5% 10% 5% 9% 8% 4%
Depends * * * 1% * 1% *
No opi ni on 1% 2% 1% * * 1% 2%
Sanpl i ng Error +/-3.0 +/-5.0 +-5.0 +-6.0 +/-6.5 +/-5.0 +/-5.0
Nort h M d- Sub-
Tot al east west Sout h Vst Ur ban ur ban Rur al
Very i nportant 46% 44% 43% 50% 47% 53% 43% 45%
Sonewhat i nport ant 34% 34% 36% 31% 35% 32% 36% 32%
Not very inportant 11% 14% 12% 10% 9% 9% 12% 13%
Not inportant at all 7% 9% 7% 6% 7% 6% 8% 5%
mPendS * * * * 1% * * *
No opi ni on 1% * 2% 2% 1% * 1% 5%
Sanpling Error +/-3.0 +/-6.5 +/-6.5 +/-5.5 +/-6.5 +/-55 +/-4.5 +/-6.5

Tea Pty Tea Pty Tea Pty
Total Support Neutral Oppose

Very inportant 46% 48% 44% 49%
Sonewhat i nport ant 34% 35% 35% 32%
Not very inportant 11% 9% 12% 10%
Not inmportant at all 7% 6% 7% 8%
Depends * * * 1%
No opi ni on 1% 2% 1% *

Sanpling Error +/-3.0 +/-6.0 +/-5.0 +/-5.5

* percentage |l ess than 1%
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CNN ORC I nternati onal

Question 11B

Thi nki ng about the |ast few presidential

has been very inportant to your vote,

al

all?
B. The debates between the presidenti
Base = Total Sanple
Tot al
Very inportant 57%
Sonmewhat i nport ant 26%
Not very inportant 7%
Not inmportant at all 8%
Depends *
No opi ni on *
Sanpling Error +/-3.0
Tot al
Very i nportant 57%
Sonmewhat i nport ant 26%
Not very inmportant 7%
Not inmportant at all 8%
Depends *
No opi ni on *
Sanpl ing Error +/-3.0
Tot al
Very i nportant 57%
Sorewhat i nport ant 26%
Not very inmportant 7%
Not inportant at all 8%
Depends *
No opi ni on *
Sanpl ing Error +/-3.0
Tot al
Very inportant 57%
Sorrewhat i nport ant 26%
Not very inportant 7%
Not inportant at all 8%
Depends *
No opi ni on *
Sanpling Error +/-3.0
Tot al
Very inportant 57%
Sonmewhat i nport ant 26%
Not very inportant 7%
Not inmportant at all 8%
Depends *
No opi ni on *
Sanpling Error +/-3.0
Tot al
Very i nportant 57%
Sonmewhat i nport ant 26%
Not very inportant 7%
Not inmportant at all 8%
Depends *
No opi ni on *
Sanpling Error +/-3.0

G\N|ORC PoLL 7

-- August 7 to 8, 2012

woul d you say each of the follow ng

i nportant at

el ections, in general,
sonmewhat inportant, not very inportant, or not
candi dat es
Reg to
Men Wnmen Wiite Non-Wite Vot e
58% 57% 54% 64% 60%
26% 27% 29% 22% 25%
8% 7% 7% 9% 8%
8% 9% 10% 5% 7%
* * * * *
* * * * *
+/-4.5 +/-4.5 +/-3.5 +/-6.5 +/-3.5

18- 35- 50- Under

34 49 64 65+ 50

61% 53% 61% 53% 57%
27% 27% 26% 26% 27%

8% 7% 7% 7% 8%

4% 13% 6% 13% 8%

* * * 1% *

* 1% * * 1%
+-7.5 +/-7.5 +/-5.5 +/-5.5 +/-5.5

Under $50K No At t ended
$50K or nore College College
60% 55% 56% 59%
22% 31% 24% 28%
8% 6% 7% 8%
9% 9% 13% 5%
* * * *
* * * *
+/-5.0 +/-4.5 +/-5.5 +-3.5
Deno- | ndep- Repub- Li b- Mod-
crat endent l'i can eral erate
67% 50% 58% 56% 57%
22% 29% 29% 29% 28%

5% 11% 5% 8% 6%

6% 10% 9% 6% 8%

* * * * *

* 1% * 1% *
+/-5.0 +/-5.0 +-6.0 +/-6.5 +/-5.0

Nor t h M d-

east west Sout h Vst Ur ban
53% 56% 54% 67% 62%
32% 28% 25% 20% 25%
10% 8% 6% 6% 6%

5% 7% 13% 7% 6%

* * 1% * *

* l% * * *
+/-6.5 +/-6.5 +/-5.5 +4/-6.5 +/-5.5
Tea Pty Tea Pty Tea Pty
Support Neutral Oppose

63% 50% 64%
23% 32% 21%

4% 9% 6%

9% 8% 8%

* * *

* * *
+/-6.0 +/-5.0 +/-5.5

-4-

Conser -
vative

+/-5.0

Sub-
ur ban

+/-4.5

August 7-8, 2012



* percentage less than 1%
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CNV ORC | nt ernati onal
Question 11C

Thi nki ng about the |ast few presidential

has been very inportant to your vote,

all?

C. The debates between the vice-presidential

Base = Total Sanple

Very inportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

Very i nportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inmportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpl ing Error

Very i nportant
Sorewhat i nport ant
Not very inmportant
Not inportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpl ing Error

Very inportant
Sorrewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

Very inportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

Very i nportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

G\N|ORC PoLL 7

-- August 7 to 8, 2012

el ections, in general,
sonmewhat inportant, not very inportant, or not
candi dat es
Reg to
Men Wnen Wiite Non-Wite Vot e
20% 28% 21% 32% 26%
31% 38% 35% 33% 36%
23% 18% 22% 17% 22%
23% 14% 19% 18% 15%
* * * * *
2% 1% 3% * 2%
+/-4.5 +/-4.5 +/-3.5 +/-6.5 +/-3.5
18- 35- 50- Under
34 49 64 65+ 50
24% 22% 27% 24% 23%
40% 29% 34% 33% 35%
18% 21% 21% 24% 19%
16% 27% 15% 16% 21%

* * * 1% *

1% 1% 3% 2% 1%
+-7.5 +/-7.5 +/-5.5 +/-5.5 +/-55

Under $50K No At t ended
$50K or nore College College
29% 17% 26% 24%
32% 37% 32% 36%
18% 24% 22% 20%
18% 21% 16% 20%
* * * *
4% * 3% 1%
+/-5.0 +/-4.5 +/-5.5 +/-3.5
Deno- | ndep- Repub- Li b- Mod-
crat endent l'i can eral erate
29% 23% 23% 26% 19%
37% 30% 39% 29% 40%
17% 23% 21% 20% 19%
15% 22% 17% 23% 19%

* * * * *

2% 2% * 1% 3%
+/-5.0 +/-5.0 +-6.0 +/-6.5 +/-5.0

Nort h M d-

east west Sout h Vst Ur ban
26% 21% 27% 22% 27%
35% 34% 28% 44% 31%
22% 24% 20% 17% 23%
13% 18% 23% 18% 19%

* * * * *

4% 3% * * *
+/-6.5 +/-6.5 +/-5.5 +4/-6.5 +/-5.5
Tea Pty Tea Pty Tea Pty
Support Neutral Oppose

25% 24% 26%
37% 34% 33%
21% 22% 18%
16% 19% 20%

* * *

* 2% 3%
+/-6.0 +/-5.0 +/-5.5

-6-

woul d you say each of the follow ng

i nportant at

Conser -
vative

1%
+/-5.0

Sub-
ur ban

1%

August 7-8, 2012



* percentage less than 1%
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CNN ORC I nternational Poll

Question 11D

Thi nki ng about the |ast few presidential

has been very inportant to your vote,
all?

D. The speeches that the presidential

Base = Total Sanple

Very inportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

Very i nportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inmportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpl ing Error

Very i nportant
Sorewhat i nport ant
Not very inmportant
Not inportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpl ing Error

Very inportant
Sorrewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

Very inportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

Very i nportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

G\N|ORC PoLL 7

el ect
sonmewhat

-- August 7 to 8, 2012

i ons,

i mportant,

in general,
not very inmportant, or

woul d you say each of the follow ng

candi dates gave at their parties'

1%
+/-4.5

Tea Pty

not

conventi ons

i nportant at

Reg to

Wnen  \Wite Non- Wi te Vot e
36% 24% 47% 31%
36% 36% 33% 36%
15% 21% 11% 19%
12% 17% 9% 13%

* * * *

1% 2% * 1%

+-4.5 +/-3.5 +/-6.5 +/-3.5

35- 50- Under

49 64 65+ 50

29% 27% 29% 34%
30% 38% 33% 34%
17% 18% 19% 17%
23% 16% 17% 14%

* * * *

1% 2% 1% 1%
+-7.5 +/-5.5 +/-5.5 +/-5.5
$50K No At t ended
or nore Col | ege Col | ege

26% 30% 32%
38% 38% 33%
21% 14% 20%
15% 15% 15%

* * *

* 3% *
+/-4.5 +/-5.5 +/-3.5

| ndep- Repub- Li b- Mod-
endent l'i can eral erate
23% 28% 33% 26%
36% 37% 34% 37%
18% 20% 16% 19%
20% 15% 16% 16%
* * * *

2% * 1% 2%

+/-5.0 +/-6.0 +/-6.5 +/-5.0

M d-

west Sout h West Ur ban
32% 29% 29% 34%
34% 35% 40% 33%
14% 20% 16% 18%
19% 16% 14% 15%

* * * *

l% * * *
+/-6.5 +/-5.5 +/-6.5 +/-5.5
Tea Pty Tea Pty
Neut r al Oppose

32% 30%
32% 37%
19% 15%
16% 15%

* *

1% 3%
+/-5.0 +/-5.5

-8-

Conser -
vative

2%
+/-5.0

Sub-
ur ban

2%

August 7-8, 2012



* percentage less than 1%
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CNV ORC | nt ernati onal
Question 11E

Thi nki ng about the |ast few presidential
somewhat

has been very inportant to your vote,

all?

E. Canpai gn ads describing the candidates’

Base = Total Sanple

Very inportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

Very i nportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inmportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpl ing Error

Very i nportant
Sorewhat i nport ant
Not very inmportant
Not inportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpl ing Error

Very inportant
Sorrewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

Very inportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

Very i nportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

G\N|ORC PoLL 7

el ect

1%
+/-4.5

Tea Pty

-- August 7 to 8, 2012

ions, in general,
i mportant, not very inportant, or not
plans for the future
Reg to
Wnen Wiite Non-Wite Vot e
44% 38% 47% 41%
34% 31% 34% 32%
12% 15% 9% 14%
10% 15% 10% 12%
* * * *
* 1% * *
+/-4.5 +4/-3.5 +/-6.5 +/-3.5
35- 50- Under
49 64 65+ 50
34% 43% 45% 39%
34% 33% 28% 33%
14% 11% 11% 15%
18% 11% 16% 14%

* * * *

* 2% * *
+/-7.5 +/-5.5 +/-5.5 +4/-5.5
$50K No Att ended
or nore Col | ege Col | ege

35% 47% 37%
36% 27% 35%
16% 12% 14%
12% 13% 14%

* * *

* 1% *
+/-4.5 +/-5.5 +/-3.5

| ndep- Repub- Li b- Mod-
endent l'i can eral erate
36% 40% 39% 37%
32% 30% 30% 36%
14% 16% 13% 15%
15% 14% 18% 11%
* * * *

1% * * 1%

+/-5.0 +-6.0 +/-6.5 +/-5.0

M d-

west Sout h Vst Ur ban
38% 43% 35% 42%
33% 28% 41% 36%
14% 13% 12% 9%
15% 15% 12% 12%

* * * *

* * * *
+/-6.5 +/-5.5 +/-6.5 +/-5.5
Tea Pty Tea Pty
Neut r al Oppose

41% 36%
32% 33%
13% 15%
15% 14%

* *

* 2%
+/-5.0 +/-5.5

-10-

woul d you say each of the follow ng

i nportant at

Conser -
vative

+/-5.0

Sub-
ur ban

August 7-8, 2012



* percentage less than 1%
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CNV ORC | nt ernati onal
Question 11F

Thi nki ng about the |ast few presidential

has been very inportant to your vote,

all?

-- August 7 to 8, 2012

F. Canpaign ads attacking the other party's candidate

Base = Total Sanple

Very inportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

Very i nportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inmportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpl ing Error

Very i nportant
Sorewhat i nport ant
Not very inmportant
Not inportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpl ing Error

Very inportant
Sorrewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

Very inportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

Very i nportant
Sonmewhat i nport ant
Not very inportant
Not inmportant at all
Depends

No opi ni on

Sanpling Error

G\N|ORC PoLL 7

el ections, in general,
sonmewhat inportant, not very inportant, or not
Reg to
Men Wnmen Wiite Non-Wite Vot e
11% 15% 13% 14% 13%
27% 20% 19% 33% 22%
22% 27% 26% 21% 25%
39% 37% 41% 31% 38%
1% 1% 1% 1% 1%
* * * * *
+/-4.5 +/-4.5 +/-3.5 +/-6.5 +/-3.5

18- 35- 50- Under

34 49 64 65+ 50

9% 11% 17% 17% 10%

37% 19% 16% 18% 29%
23% 24% 28% 24% 23%
30% 46% 37% 41% 37%

1% * 2% * 1%

* * * 1% *
+-7.5 +/-7.5 +/-5.5 +/-5.5 +/-5.5

Under $50K No At t ended
$50K or nore College College
18% 8% 16% 11%
26% 21% 25% 22%
21% 28% 22% 27%
34% 42% 36% 39%
1% * 1% 1%
* * * *
+/-5.0 +/-4.5 +/-5.5 +-3.5
Deno- | ndep- Repub- Li b- Mod-
crat endent l'i can eral erate
13% 12% 16% 10% 12%
25% 23% 21% 23% 23%
28% 20% 27% 24% 27%
33% 44% 35% 42% 36%

* 1% 1% * 1%

1% * * * 1%
+/-5.0 +/-5.0 +-6.0 +/-6.5 +/-5.0

Nor t h M d-

east west Sout h Vst Ur ban
12% 18% 14% 9% 16%
29% 20% 20% 25% 24%
24% 22% 24% 28% 23%
34% 39% 41% 36% 37%

* * 1% 2% *

1% 1% * * *
+/-6.5 +/-6.5 +/-5.5 +4/-6.5 +/-5.5
Tea Pty Tea Pty Tea Pty
Support Neutral Oppose

18% 14% 7%
23% 25% 21%
21% 24% 29%
37% 36% 41%

* 1% 1%

* * l%
+/-6.0 +/-5.0 +/-5.5

-12-

woul d you say each of the follow ng

i nportant at

Conser -
vative

+/-5.0

Sub-
ur ban

August 7-8, 2012



* percentage less than 1%
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