DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
Veterans Benefits Administration
Washington, D.C. 20420

May 17, 2007

Wray C. Forrest

Dear Mr, Forrest:

According 1o records recently released by the Department of Defense (DoD). you
participated in tests at Edgewood Arsenal in Maryland during your tour of service m the
Army. The purpose of this letter is o mform you about the tests and what to do if you
‘have related health concemns.

Information About the Tests

The tests at Edgewood Arsenal exposad participants. with their consent. io a number
of different chemicals. The tests’ objectives were 1o determine specific health effects
associated with exposure, 1o assess various pre-and post-exposure medical treatments,
and 10 evaluate the effectiveness of personal protective equipment. Not all volunteers
were exposed to chemical agents; some received placebos (harmiess substances with
no health risks). Others performed siress tests without exposure 1o chemicals. Please
see the enclosed DoD fact sheet, Edgewood Arsenal Chemicai Agent Fxposure
Studies: 1935-1973, for addinonal information.

What You Can Discuss About the Tests

You may be concerned aboul releasing classified test information 1o your health care
provider when discussing vour health concerns. To former service members who
participated in these tests, DoD has stated:

"You may provide detals that affect vour health to vour hcalth care
provider. For example. you may discuss what vou believe your exposure
was at the time, reactions, treatment you sought or received, and the
general location and time of the tests. On the other hand. vou should not
discuss anything that relates 1o operational information that might reveal
chemical or biological warfare vulnerabiiities or capabilities.”
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Frequently Asked Questions
Edgewood Arsenal Chemical Agent Fxposure Studies: 1955 - 1975

Q: Where did the Army get its test participants?

A Army enhsted men 2ssigned (e mstallavons near Edgewood Arsenal were the mnial
source ol volunteers. Over nme. the Army recruisd volunieers tfrom throughout the
Linned States apd from other Services. Abowt 75 service members participated during
cach 20-60 day testing period. Az a group. the volunteers <elected 1o participale 1 the
stuaes were above averape in phvsical and menta) quahications when compared o other
wrvice members.

Q: Were study participants true volunteers?”
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Q: Does the Department of Defense siil) conduct human experimentation with
chemical agents?
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Q: What dutabases are the Department of Defense maintaining on yeterans exposed
to chemical and biological agenis?
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(2: Besides names and service numbers. what other information does the DoD)
database contain on the Edecwood volunteers?
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