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Subject suspected of physically striking a child in an attempt to get the child to stop crying while on a Southwest
o [Airline flight from Dallas/Ft Worth to Albuquerque New Mexico
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1 Albuguerque Aviation Police On the above date at 1528 hours | was dispatched to Southwest Airline Gate
2 #8, Albuquerque Sunport, 2200 Sunport Bivd SE concerning a report of parents aggressively disciplining their
3 child on a SWA flight scheduled to arrive at 1548 hours. The flight in question, SWA Flight # 879 was arriving
4 from Dallas Ft Worth Texas with a scheduled stop in Albuguerque New Mexico and a final destination of
5 Seattle Washington. At 1548 hours, the aircraft taxied to the gate and contact was made with SWA Flight
6 Attendant Beverly K. McCurley. | briefly interviewed McCurley and she informed me several passengers had
7 reported that a female subject traveling with a baby and her husband had been observed striking the child on
s 8 the face in an attempt to get the child to stop crying. McCurley further stated she walked to the rear of the
F[° aircraft and observed the mother of the child identified as |l strike the child with an open hand on
|10 the face in an attempt to get the child to stop crying. McCurley further stated the mother appeared agitated
&1 with the child and that the husband continued to yell at his wife to shut up due to her screaming at the child.
< . .
12 McCurley then stated she took the child from the mother due to her behavior and walked to the rear of the
13 aircraft with the child identified as a 13 month old female. McCurley then stated the father identified as |
14 I walked back to the rear of the aircraft, took custody of the child and stood on the rear of the aircraft until
15 the child fell asleep. McCurley also informed me that the child had a black eye injury to her right eye.
16 McCurley questioned both the parents as to the injury and was informed by both parents that it was from a
17 dog bite by a Great Dane her uncle owned while visiting several days back. Officer Dana Baldwin was further
18 present and interviewed a female passenger. (refer to her report for information on interview) Subject Il
19 was asked to exit the aircraft and stood in the aircraft Jet-Way while | entered the aircraft and
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approached—who had custody of the child. | advised - EREs investigating the allegations
of possible’ child abuse by his wife and that he needed to follow me out the aircraft. IS rctricved their
personal belonging and exited the aircraft into the Jet-Way. | then made contact with [ - d advised
her that she was suspected of child abuse and that she would be detained pending further investigation. |
verbally advised her of her 5th Amendment Rights which she acknowledge, stated she understood and agreed to
answer questions. | asked- what had happen in the aircraft. she informed me that she was having
difficulty calming her child down. | asked her if she at any time struck the child with her open hand and she
replied motioning to her lips with one finger that she had place her finger on the child's lip in an attempt to tell the
child to be quiet. | asked her what had happened to the child's eye and she provided the same response as she
did to McCurley. | asked her if the child had been seen medically for the injury to her eye and she stated no, that
an uncle who had been medically trained while in the US Army had treated the child. At that time | was not
aware that officer Baldwin had already questioned il and that she had informed her that the child had kicked
her and that she had struck the child in an attempt to get the child from kicking her again. Special Agent Russ
Wilson of the Federal Bureau of Investigation was contacted due to the jurisdictional issue of the suspected
incident taking place while the aircraft was in flight. Upon consultation with the State Attorney's Office, Wilson
informed me that they would not be responding. He requested that a incident report be accomplished and that
they would refer the incident to the US Air Force Office Of Special Investigation, due to the father being on active
duty status with the US Air Force. Albuguerque Fire Rescue and Albuguerque Ambulance were requested and
responded. Emergency personnel with the permission of both parents and in their presence accomplished a
cursory visual inspection of the child to include the diaper area for any additional injuries with no other injuries
observed or noted. Both subjects were released on their own recognizance and allowed to board another flight.
I C'ic inform me while in the aircraft that they were in the process of having a permanent change of
station to Mildenhall Air Base England with a report date of no later than August 31st, 2010. No further action
accomplished, end of report.
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Albuguerque Aviation Police Department

On Monday, August 16, 2010 at approximately 1528 hours, Sgt. Rojas and | were dispatched to gate A8 at the
International Sunport Airport in reference to two passengers disciplining their child in an aggressive manner.
Southwest Airlines requested an officer be present due to other passengers complaining about the discipline.
The flight arrived at approximately 1548 hours and a Southwest Flight Attendant, Ms. Beverly McCurley, stated
she witnessed the mother slap her young baby in the face and told the baby to shut up. Ms. McCurley said the
baby was crying and the mother kept telling the baby to shut up and was slapping the baby on her legs. Ms.
McCurley said there were no visible marks on the baby other than a black eye, which she had prior to boarding
the plane. She also said she spoke to the father of the baby and he told her that they have several arguments
about her hitting their child. Ms. McCurley stated several passengers were upset with the mother because she
was slapping her child.

A female passenger exited the plane and Ms. McCurley identified her as one of the upset passengers. The
passenger, Mrs. Bethany Janowski, stated she heard the mother tell the baby to "Shut up" and then she heard
slapping. Shortly after Mrs. Janowski heard the slapping, she heard the mother say, "l didn't hit you that hard."
Mrs. Janowski said she did not witness the mother hit or slap her child but could hear the slapping and then
would see the facial expressions on the passengers who did witness the slapping.

Mrs. Janowski pointed out the mother to me, who was exiting the plane. | identified myself to the mother, who
was identified as |||} I 2nd told her the reason for me speaking with her was because passengers were
concerned with the discipline she was giving her child. @l stated, "I haven't done anything wrong with my child. |
popped her when she kicked me and that was it." | asked her if she popped her baby and she said, "Yes ma'am,
like this." (She lightly hit my arm with an open hand.) She said her daughter was 13 months old. | asked B if she
thought it was fine to hit a 13 month old baby and she responded by nodding her head and saying, "She's my
daughter."

| asked [l to explain to me what happened on the plane. [l said, "She was tired and she was trying. We were
trying to get her to go to sleep. Umm, | set her down. And she's done this before when she gets tired and she'll
slap me in/toward my face and stuff. To, | don't know why. And it's, | think it's because she saw my nephew do it.
He slapped my sister in the face and umm, | guess she thinks it's okay. And I'm trying to teach her that it's not.
And if she continues to kick because she saw him do it, it makes it okay. And the only reason | popped heris so
she knows it's not. Cause when she's screaming and she can't hear me say no, that's the only way | can get her
to stop." IMMcontinued on to say she has only hit her child in the leg and has put her finger to her babies mouth
to make her be quite.

Sgt. Rojas started to question llland | spoke with her husband, I vwho had their child, I (13
months old). | visually looked at the child and noticed she had a bruise around her right eye and an old small
laceration over her right eyebrow. I said the bruise and cut were from their dog. -appeared to be fine
with no other apparent injuries. [IKNGGW@said I/ 2s kicking and screaming and his wife would occasionally
"pop" their child so she would stop MM said Il has never been hit in the face.

Albuguerque Paramedics and Fire Department arrived to evaluate the child. | stood by while the Paramedics
visually evaluated the child with the parents permission and they were present. Sgt. Rojas is the initial Officer,
please refer to his report for further information.
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