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IMPERIAL KILANS OF AMERICA,
RON EDWARDS, JOSHUA CGWIJES
JARRED R. HENSLEY; and :
ANDREW R. WATKINS _ ) DEFENDANTS
SECOND AMENDED COMPLAINT
Comes now the Plainyift, Ior'd'an Gruver, by counsel, and for his Second Amended

Complaint against the Defendants hierein, jointly and/or severally, hereby states as follows:

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

I. At all times rélevant hersto, Jordan Graver was a resident of the Commonwealth
of Kentucky,
2, At all times relevant hereto, Defendant Imperial Kians of Awmerica (“IKA”) was

an unincorporated association with-its'principﬂ! place of business in Hopkins County, Kenlucky,
3. At all times relevant herefo, Defendant Ron BEdwards (“Edwards™) was a resident
of the Conmmonwealth of Kentucky, residin'g i:.1'1—109kins County, Kentucky. Edwards is the
foundsr and “Imperig'i Wizard” of the IKA, the organization’s highest ranking mewber, He is an
agent or alter epo of the IKA and was acting within the course or scope of this ageney when he
committed or authotized the acts alleged in this complaint.
4, .At all times relevant hersto, Defendant Joshua Edward Cowles, a/k/a J, Edward,

(“Cowles™) was a resident of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, residing in Meade County,
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Kentucky, On July 29-30, 2006, he was an official (“Exalted Cyclops”™) of the IKA and
administrator of IKA's inmtemet forums, and he directed the [KA’s national recroimment effort.
As an Exalted Cyclops, Defendant Cowles had authority over and respongibility for the
operations and activities ¢f the IKA, ncluding IKA's mcmbérship recruilment, in the area of
Kentucky where the acts alleged in this complaint took place. Cowles directed and participated
in the merbership reoruithmut drive during which the fortious acts alleged in this complaint
were commiited. In addition to acting as'an agent of the IKA, he also acted 2s an agent of Rou
Edwards, He was acting within the course -_ scope of thig agcm:y- when he commitied the acts
or omissions alleged in thig complaint,

2 At all times relevant hfs:étr), Defendant Jarred Hensley (hereinafler “Hensley™)
was a resident of the State of Ohio and resided at — Cincinnati, Ohio
'45202. Jurisdiction is proper over Hensley pursuant to KRS § 454.210(2)(=)(3). He is cLeren'ily
incarcerated in a Kchtucky state prison. At the time of the acts alleged in this caxﬁplaint,‘
Hensley was the Ohio 1KA’s Grand Titan, the second highesf official in the étate. Hensley was
an agent of Defendatits IKA, Ron Edwards, and Cowlcs, and was acting within the course and
s.:.ape of this agency and in concert with all of the Defendants when hc‘cormnitted the acts ox
omnissions alleged in this complaint.

&, At all times relevant hereto, Defendant Andrew Watking (hereinafter “Watkins™)
was a resident of the Commonwesdlth of Kentucky and resided in Jefferson County. He is
currently incarcerated in a Kentucky state prisonm. At the time of the acts alleged in this
complaint, Watkins was a pational official of the IKA (“Imperia) Gothi”) and also served as
webmaster of the IKA’s website. He was an agent of Defendants IXA, Ron Bdwards, and

Cowles, and yas acting within the course and scope of this agency and in concert with all of the



Defendants when e committed the acts alleged in this complaint.

7. " The individual Defendants, Edwards, Cowles, Hensley, and Watkins, are named
herein in their individual capacities, but at all times material hereto were acting as agenls,
serv:a:nts, and/ot employees of said unincorporated association and, therefore, are named herein
as representatives of & class of persons comprising the Imperial Klans. of Auperica, an

unincorporated association, whea they committed the acts alleged in this complaint,

8. Venue is’ prdpcr inthe Meadé County Circuit Court pursuant to KRS § 452.460
because the tortious scts conunlitted by the Defendants occurred at the Meade Coﬁnty
Fairgrounds in Brahdenburg, Kentucky. By reason of the following causes of action, Plaintiff
has been damaged in an ammount in excess of any minimum dollar amount necessary to establish
jurisdiction in this Couit.

STATEMENT OI' ¥ ACTS

9.  The IKA is an unincmﬁorated association dedicated o white suﬁremacy. The
IKA and its members promote violence and intimid&fion, call for the death of raciaf and cthnic
minorities, homosexuals, and “yace fraitors,” and cultivate ties with violent skinhesd groups.
Ron Bdwards is the IKA’s founder and highest ranking official, holding the title of “Imperial
Wizard,' The IKA’s compound is headquartered in Dawson Springs, Kentucky, on
approximately 15 aorés owned and/or controiled by Edwards, As the IKA’s leader, Bdwards’
duties and responsibilities include directing and controfling the rcorui::msnt of new KA members
and the promotion of the IKA’s activities,

10, On July 29-30, 2006, the IKA, acting through ifs agents, servants, and/or
employees and under the direction, authority and control of Defendants Edwards and Cowles,

held a membership recruitment drive at a public fair at the Meade County Fairgrounds in



Brandenburg, Kentucky. Defendant Cowles organized, directed, and participated in this
recruitment drive, Defendant Cowles selected [KA mermbers Jarred Hensley (“Hensley™,
Andrew Watkins (“Watkins™), and Matthew Roberts (“Robari‘s”) to alsa participate in the
recruitment drive. At the time, Hensley was the Ohio IKA’s Grand Titan, the second highest
official in the state. Watkins was the Imperial Gothi, a national officer of the IKA and also
served. as webmaster of the IKA’s website. Roberts was the Exalted Cyclops of the IKA in the
Cincinnati, Ohio Etre}ll. Duting this mcm‘bei*ship drive, Hensley, Watkins and Roberts were acting
under the direction and control of Defendants Edwards and Cowles, and Defendant Cowles wae
acting [ﬁder the dircctiqn and control of Defendants IKA and Edwards.

" 11, The Defendanis knew or through the exercise of reasonable care should have
known that there would be racial and eflinic minotities at the county fair. They also knew or’
through the exercise of reasonable care they should have known that, ‘giyen their membm;s’
iritense hatred of racial and éthnic minorities and propensity towards violent actions, it was
reasonably likely that their members would provoke a violent cohfromtation with those
minorities.

12, Co;.vies, Hensley, Watkins, and Roberts, drank alcohol _durii?.g their'membership‘
recruitmén.t drive; at the county fair, |

13. | At the county 'fair, Defendant Cowles, along with Defendants Hensiey and
Watkins and other IKA members under his supervision, dishibuted IKA contact information
cards to white attendees and invited thern to join the IKA. These cards listed contast information
for the mational IKA, including the national web sites, thie national s-mail address, and the
national hotline phone number (run by Cowles). |

14, Plaintiff Jordan Gruver, who is of Panamanian descent, also-attended the county



fair.  Without provocation, Cowles, Hensley, Watking, and Roberts approsched the Plaintiff.
Cne or more of them bsgan calling im racial slurs sueh as “spic,” spit on ‘h'im, and porred
alcohol on liim. With Cowles, Hensley, Watkins, and Roberts in close proximity to the Plaintiff,
Defendf‘mts Hensley and Watking knocked the Plaintiff to the ground, and kicked and hit him
repealedly, without any provecation or just‘iﬂca‘ﬁon\
15, Dcfcnda_nt Cowles negligently, gross aégligently, recklessly or intentionally failed
ot refused to stop other IKA members during the attack on the Plaintiff or make any attempt to
stop it. | |
16,. Durilng the attack, the Plaintiff feaved that he would be severely injured or killed.
17. The Plaintiff suffered pain and severe physical injuries, meluding a broken jaw,
which had to-be wired shut, broken teeth, deep-tissue defensive wounds to his forsarm, and
bruised 1'ii?s. The atlack traumatized the Plaintift, who suffered écvere ¢inotional diétress and
continues fo be in ‘t;ear éf future atiacks by IKA members. |
18 Defendants Hepsley and Watkins were convicted of Assault 2d Under Bxtreme
Emotionai Disturbance for their roles in the violent attack on the Plaintiff. They received
sentences of three years and are currently incarccra?cd in state prison. .
CLAIMS AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS
COUNT I: ASSAULT -
IS, Without provocation, Defendants Hénslay and Watking made ver‘brﬂ and/or
physical threats of bodily harm or offensive conduet to Plaintiff Jordan Gruver. |

20.  Plaintiff Jordan Gruver was placed in immirent apprehension of bodily harm or

offensive contact by the verbal andfor physical threals made by Defendants Hensley and

Watking,



2. Defendants Hensley and Watkins were acting within the scope of their duties as
membership recruiters for Defendants TKA, BEdwards, and Cowles when they assaulted the
. Plaintift,

22.. Defendants Hensley and Watkins were acting under the authority, directiogl and
control of Defendants IKA, Edwards, and Cowles when they assaulted the Plaintiff,

COUNT II: BATTERY

23."  Plainiiff reiterates and reaffinms all allegations sé’c forth heretofore in this
Co_mplaint.l

24.  Defendants Hensley and Watkins, without provocation and with the imtent to
cause harmful or offensive contactl, attacked Plaintiff by hitting him, knocking him to the ground,
and kicking him. |

25, As a 'dircct and proximate cause of Defendants Hsnsley"s and Watiing
intentional actions, Plaintiff Jordan Gruver suffersd scvare.injuries to his body.

26. Defendants I—Ie.nsley and Watkins were acting within the scope or; their dufies as
membership recruiters for Defendants IKA, Edwards, and Cowles when they battered the
Plairtiff, |

27.  Defendants Hensley and Watking were acting under the authority, direction and
gontrol qf Defendants IKA, Edwards, and Cowles whern they battered the Plaintiff,

COUNT III: INTENTIONAL INFI:JICTION OF EMOTIONAL bISTRESS

28,  Plaintiff reiterates and reaffirms all allegations set forth heretofore in this
Complaint, |

29.  Defendants Hensley and Watkins intentionally acted towards the Plaintiff with

extzeme and oufrageous conduct and with the purpose of inflicting emotional and/or mental



distress upon the Rlaintitf,

30.  As a direct and proximate result of the extreme am’[. oulrageous conduct of
Defendants Hensley and Watkins, the Plaintiff suffered severe emotional, mensal, and physical
distress.

3L Defendants Hensley and Watkins were acting within the scope of their dulies as
membership recruiters for Defendants IKA, Edwards, and Cowles when they commmitted their
intentional and outrageous zcts upo the Plaintiff,

32, Defendants Hensley and Watkins were acting under the auifho;ity, direction and
control of Defendants IKA, Edwards, and Cowles when they committed their intentional and

outrageous acts upon the Plaintiff,

ADDITIONAL CLAIMS AGAINSYT
DEFENDANTS IKA, EDWARDS, AND COWLES

COUNT Iv: RECRLESS AND NEGLIGENT SCLECTION
AND RETENTION OF AN AGIENT

33. .Defe:udc;tnts IKA and Edwards were. reckless, wanton, grossly negligent, or
negligent when they selected gnd retaiﬁcd Cowles, Hensley, Watkins, and Roberts fo recruit IKA
members from the general public and to promote IKA activities in a pub'lic placé. Defendants
IKA and Edwards kriew or should have Icndwn of Cowles’, Henslcy’é, Watkins’, and Roberts’
propensity for violence and that allowing Cowles, Hensley, Watkins, and Roberts to occupy
leadership positions within the orgéﬁwization anc alldwing Cowles, Hensley, Watkins, and
Roberts to recruit for the organization and promote its activi-ties created an unteagonable risk of
harm to others,

34, Defendant Cowles was reckless, wanton, grossly negligent, or negligent when he

selected and retained Hensley, Watkins, and Roberts to tecrujt TKA members from the general



public and to promote IKA activities ot the public fair that was being held at the Meade County
Fargrounds in Brandenburg, Kentucky., Defendamt Cowles knew or should have known ef
Hensiey’s, Watking’, and Roberts’ propensity for violence and that allowing Hengley, Watkins,
and Roberts to recrait for the organizetion and promote its activities at ihe public fair created an
unreasonalie risk of harm to others,

35.  The Plaintiff’s injuries were a natural, probable, and 'i‘bircse.cablc consequence of
the reckiess, wanton, grossly negligent, or neglipent acts and amissions of the Derbndaﬁ!:s.

COUNT V: RECKLESS AND NEC‘LIG-ENT SUPERVISION OF AN AGENT

36, Defendants BEdwards and IKA were reckless, wanton, grossly negligen:, or
negligent when they supervised Defendant Cowles, during the membership recroitment drive at
the county fair on July 29-30, 2006. Defendants Fdwards and TKA knew of or should have
known of Hensley’s, Watkins’, Roberts’, and Cowles’ violent p;'ope:nsities, that they were going
‘to be in eonitact with racial and ethm'c. min.on'ties at the county fair, and that they were likely fo
drink alcohol, ‘yet they failed to exercise reagonable care to 'pra\‘/ent the foreseeable acts from
oecurring. |

37. Defendant Cowles was reckless, wanlen, grossly négligent, or neglipent when he
supervised Hensley, Watking, and Roberts during the membership recruitment drive at the
county fair on July 29-30, 2006. Deﬂandaﬁt Cowles knew of or should have known of I~Iénsley’s,
Watking’, and Roberts’ violent propensities, that they were going to be in contact with racial and
ethmic minorities at the county fair, and that they were drinking alcohol, yet ke failed to exercise
reasonable care to prevent the foreseeable acts from occuniing and failed to exercise control to

stop the attack on the Plaintiff once it started.

38, The Plaintiff’s injuries were a natural, probable, and foreseeable consequence of



the reckless, wanton, grossly negligent, or negligen! acts and omissions of the Defendants,
DAMAGES

39, Plaintiff reiterates and reaffirms all allegations set forth heretofore in this
Complaint. |

40.  As a direct and proximate result of the tortious acts of the Defendants and their
agents sef forth above, Plaintiff Jordan Graver sustained permanent injuriss to his body as a
whole; that Le has endured pain and suffcring, both physical and mental, and will endure future
pain and suffering, both physical an;l mental; that he has suffered considerable fear and
humniliation, and will suffer future fear and honmiliation; that he has suffered extreme and sev‘ere
ermotional and/or mental digtress and will continue to do so in the future; that due to the
n;ecessary ireatment he has received, he has incurred ﬁécessary me.dical, surgical, hospital,
rehabilitative and other related cxpénses and in the fumlre will incur further necessary medical,
surgical, hospital, rehabilitative and/or other related expenses; and that h_é has suffered loss,
wages ahd will continue to suffer the loss of the power to labor and eamn money.

41, As a direct and proximaie result of the tortious acts of the Defendants, Plaintiff
Jordan Gruver is entitled to receive compensatory damages in an amount that is fair and
reasonable as determined by the evidence, which sums are in excess of the minimum
jm’isdictiqnal requirements of this Court.

42, The actions of the Defendants and their agents were wanton, grossly negligent,
malicioys, reckiess, oppressive, and demonstrated a complete disregard and indifference fo the
life and safety of the Plaintiff.

43.  Asaresult of the forepoing, Plaintiff Jordan Gruver is entitled to recover punitive

darnages against the Defendants,



44, Plaiatifl seeks an amount in punitive damages that ‘is fajr and reasonable as shown
by the evidence.
45, Plaintiff requésts that the Cowt assess prejudgment 'interast against the
‘Defendants, joinily and/or severally, from the date of injury 'untiljudgment is paid.
48. Plaintitf prays that he recover costs expended and reasonable attorney’s fees, and
all other relief to which he may appear to be entitled.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment a;gsu‘nst the Defendants, jointly and/or

severally, as follows:

1. For compensatory damages in an amount that is {air and reasonable as shown by
the evidence; '

2. For of punitive damages in an amount that is fair and réasonable as shown by the
evidence; . '

3. For Plaintiffls costs herein expended, including reasonable attorney’s fees;

4, For prejudgment interest from the date of injury until paid;

5. For a trial by jury; and

6. For al} further relief to which Plaintiff may appear entitled,

/.,é;{/;’f{«cff’<. (/{-]—44{’/@\_.
“STEVEN R. CREBESSA

514 Fairway Drive

P. O. Box 277

Brandenburg, Kentucky 40108

Telephone: (276) 422-4004

Facsimile: (270) 422-2516

MORRIS 8. DEES, IR,

J. RICHARD COHEN

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER
400 Washington Avenue

Matitgomery, AL 36104

Phone: (334) 956-8200

Facsimile: (334) $556-8481
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